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Ethical Reflections for Conducting 2019-nCoV Related-Research During the Public
Health Emergency

ZHANG Haihong

(Peking University Health Science Center, Beijing 100191, China, E-mail:
zhanghh@pku.edu.cn)

Abstract: It is crucial that conducting high quality research to improve the
control and response to the 2019-nCoV Public Health Emergency, assure the health
and safety of public. However, ethical concerns also raised for conducting such
research. Based on the three core values, including equal respect, helping reduce
suffering and Fairness, proposed by the Nuffield Council of Bioethics in UK, this
article outlined that priority-setting of the 2019-nCoV emergency research topics
should be considered seriously, research protocol should take into account of the
feasibility and scientific validity, publication and dissemination of the research
findings should be compliance with research integrity requirement, more attention
should be paid to their impact on clinical guidelines and public health practice
applications. Furthermore, this article calls for all stakeholders working together to set
up a network that could expedite the new drug or vaccine development with quality
and efficiency. At the same time, IRBs are encouraged to optimize their
policy-making and resource platform construction to provide better service of ethical

review to investigators.
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